












INFORMATION ABOUT AQUEMFREE PROJECT

www.life-aquemfree.eu

WHAT IS THE LIFE-AQUEMFREE PROJECT?
LIFE-AQUEMFREE (http://www.life-aquemfree.eu) is a European project that is co-financed by the LIFE+ 
programme. It aims to commission a system for decontaminating water from washing containers and equipment 
used for plant protection product treatments using solar photocatalysis so that this water can then be re-used in 
agriculture.

WHAT IS THE LIFE+ PROGRAMME?
The LIFE+ programme finances projects that make a contribution towards development and use of environmental 
policies and laws. The programme makes a considerable contribution towards the integration of environmental 
aspects in all other policies and, in more general terms, contributes towards sustainable development.

WHAT IS THE PROBLEM REQUIRING A SOLUTION?
Part of the objectives of the Sustainable Use of Pesticides Directive 128/2009/EC and its transposition to 
Spanish legislation through Royal Decree 1311/2012 include protection of aquatic environments and drinking 
water. They also ensure that agricultural practise does not put the health of human beings and the environment 
at risk. Article 39 of the royal decree on cleaning treatment equipment indicates that

‘Dumping remnants of leftover treatment mixtures is prohibited. They shall be eliminated by using them on the same 
area of land already treated before being diluted in a sufficient quantity of water so as not to exceed the maximum 
permitted dose. However, where available, preference shall be given to the elimination of remnant using facilities or 
devices specially prepared for eliminating or degrading plant protection product waste.’

WHAT ARE THE PROJECT OBJECTIVES?
To highlight an alternative and financially viable technique (solar photocatalysis) for degrading pesticides in waste 
water from farms due to remnants in treatment containers and phytosanitary treatment equipment tanks and the 
rinsing of tanks following use, washing of treatment equipment, etc. using an innovative device in situ, thus 
providing a solution to an existing European issue, particularly along the Mediterranean.

WHO ARE THE PARTICIPANTS AND WHERE IS IT CARRIED OUT?
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